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Read the passage in the insert and then answer all the questions which follow below. Note that up to fifteen marks will be given for the quality and accuracy of your use of English throughout this paper.

NOTE: When a question asks for an answer IN YOUR OWN WORDS AS FAR AS POSSIBLE and you select the appropriate material from the passages for your answer, you must still use your own words to express it. Little credit can be given to answers which only copy words or phrases from the passages.
1.  What does the writer mean when he says ‘to be foreign is a perfectly normal condition’ (lines 1 – 2)? Use your own words as far as possible. [1]

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..


2. Explain in your own words as far as possible the error in ‘generalizing philosophers’ conservatism to the whole humanity’ (line 9). [1]

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..


3. Identify and explain one paradox in paragraph 2. [2]

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..




4. ‘Every foreigner of inquiring mind becomes a part-time anthropologist’ (lines 51 – 52)

Explain in your own words as far as possible what the author is saying by bringing out the meaning of the italicized words. [2]

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

5. Explain the irony in the reactions of Mikes’ friends to his portrayal of the country in paragraph 5. [2]

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..


6. (a) According to paragraph 6, what are the differences between the ‘complaining foreigner’ and the ‘real exile’? Use your own words as far as possible. [1]

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

(b) Explain why these differences make the complaining foreigners ‘a touch jealous of the real exile’ (line 68). [1]

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..




7. Explain why the writer uses quotation marks around the word ‘home’ (line 78). Use your own words as far as possible. [1]

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

8. Explain in your own words the warning that is issued in paragraph 7. [2]

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..


9. Explain the writer’s attitude towards the freedom experienced by the foreigner in paragraph 8. Use your own words as far as possible. [1]

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..






10. Using material from paragraphs 3 and 4, summarise how being foreign is made easier and why it is now more attractive. Write your summary in no more than 120 words, not counting the opening words printed below. Use your own words as far as possible. [8]


Being foreign is made easier because.……………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..



11. ‘The dilemma of foreignness comes down to the pleasures of freedom as opposed to the pleasures of belonging’. 

Drawing references from the passage and based on your observations, discuss the attractiveness of being foreign in today’s world. 
                               
…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..
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…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..
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It is becoming both easier and more difficult to experience the thrill of being an outsider.

1

For the first time in history, across much of the world, to be foreign is a perfectty
normal condition. It is no more distinctive than being tall, fat or left-handed. Nobod:
raises an eyebrow at a Frenchman in Berlin, a Zimbabwean in London, a Russian in
Paris, a Chinese in New York. The desire of so many people, given the chance, to live
in countries other than their own makes nonsense of a long-established consensus in

politics and philosophy that the human animal is best off at home. Philosophers, it is

true, have rarely flourished in foreign parts: Kant spent his whole life in the city of

Kénigsberg; Descartes went to Sweden and died of cold. But that is no justification-for

~generalising philosophers’ conservatism to the whole of humanity. The error of

philosophy has been to assume that man, because he is a social animal, should
belong to some particular society. | | . |

~ No doubt many people do feel most at ease with a home and a horheland.’But what

about the others; who find homeoppressi‘Ve,and-foreignness liberating? Theirs is a
choice that gets both easier and more difficult to exercise with every passing year. It is
easier because the globalisation of industry and education tramples national borders

and more difficult because there are ever fewer places left in this globalised world |

where you can go-and feel utterly foreigri when you get there. It has long been true in

- America and capital cities of Europ_'e that nobody can be foreign because everybody is

foreign.

From the 17th century, onwards, Europe adopted a political system based on nation
states, each with borders, sovereignty and citizenship. Travel papers in hand, you

could turn yourself into an officially recognised foreigner simply by visiting the country

next door—which, with the advance of mechanised transport, became an ever more
- trivial undertaking. - By the early 20th century most of the world was similarly

compartmentalised.. The golden age of genteel foreignness began. The well-off, the
artistic, the bored, the adventurous went abroad. (The broad masses went too, as

empires, steamships and railways made travel cheaper and easier.) Foreignness was -

a means of escape—physical, psychological and moral. In another country you could
flee easy categorisation by your education, your work, your class, your family, your
accent, and your politics. You could reinvent yourself, if only in your own mind. You
were not caught up in the mundanities of the place you inhabited, any more than you
wanted to be. You did not vote for the government, its problems were not your
problems. You were irresponsible. Irresponsibility might seem to moralists an
unsatisfactory condition for an adult, but in practice it can be a huge relief.

All things being equal, foreignness is intrinsically stimulating. Like a good game ¢
bridge, the condition of being foreign engages the mind constantly without ever tiring
it. An American child psychologist, Alison Gopnik, when reaching for an analogy #::
illuminate the world as experienced by a baby, compared it to Paris as experienced fi.r
the first time by an adult American: a pageant of novelty, colour, excitement. Reverse
the analogy and you see that living in a foreign country can evoke mary cof the

emotions of childhood: novelty, surprise, anxiety, relief, powerlessness, frustration,
irresponsibility. Narcissism may also play a- part. While abroad, one imagines being

missed by friends and-enemies at home. Beneath it all there is the guilt of betrayal. T«

choose foreighness Is. an .act_of disloyalty to. one’'s:native. country. That idea of

disloyalty is less bothersome now. But a century or so ago it was a mark of deviance
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for-an-English: gentleman to admit the. desirability - of living anywhere other.than - ..
. -. England. The best argument in favour of spending time abroad was that it gaveyoua. . .
- ~betterappreciation of the virtues of home. - -~ . . LT e el
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‘Nowadays, it can 'even be said that the more you know of other countries, the more
inclusive of all humanity your values will become. We educate ourselves, beginning
with anthropology. Every foreigner of inquiring. mind becomes ‘a part-time

- anthropologist, wondering and smiling at the new social rituals of his adoptive country.

George Mikes, a Hungarian living in England, wrote a book in this genre called “How

- To Be An Alien”, published in 1946. It was not really about how to be an alien at all,

but about a foreigner’s view of English society, and it was very funny. Mikes rightly

~saw that most social codes partook of the arbitrary and the absurd. If you happened to

stand outside them, as a foreigner always did, then life could be a continuous comedy.
Mikes had been making fun of a culture confident enough to laugh at itself and his
English friends seem to enjoy it thoroughly. | |

Still, it could have gone badly wrong. Foreigners do complain more than they should,

~ and locals do not like it. Perhaps foreigners are, by their nature,‘ hard to satisfy. A

foreigner is, after all, someone who did not like his own country, enough to. relocate

and stay in a different place. Even so, the complaining foreigner poses something of a

logical contradiction. He complains about the country in which he finds himself, yet he
- Is there by choice. Why doesn’t he go home? The foreigner answers that question by
~ thinking of himself as an exile—if not_in a- judicial sense then in a spiritual sense.
Something within himself has driven him away from his homeland. He becomes even
a touch jealous of the real exile, somebody who could return home neither in spirit nor
in fact, and whose achievements were permanently undermined by the loss of
something left behind forever. The willing foreigner is in exactly the reverse position.
His enjoyment of life is intensified, not undermined, by the absence of a homeland.
Life abroad is an adven,ture. And the homeland is a place to which he could return at
any time. - | ) | S | -
The funny thing is, with the passage of time, something does happen to long-term
foreigners which makes them more like real exiles, and they do not like it at all. The
homeland which they left behind changes. The culture, the politics and their old friends

~-all change, die, forget them. They come to feel that they are foreigners even when |
~ visiting ‘home’. Beware, then: however well you carry it off, however much you enjoy
- 1t, there is' a dangerous undertow to being a, foreigner, even a genteel foreigner.
- Somewhere at the back of it all lurks homesickness, which morphs over time into its:

- incurable variant, nostalgia. And nostalgia has much in common with the Freudian
idea of melancholia—a continuing, debilitating sense of loss, somewhere within which
lies anger at the thing lost. It is not the possibility of returning home which feeds

nostalgia, but the impossibility of it.

~ But we cannot expect to have it-all ways. Life is full of choices,-and to choose one

thing is to forgo another. The dilemma of foreignness comes down to the pleasures of
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freedom as opposed to the pleasures of belonging. The homebody chooses the

ud

pleasures of belonging. The foreigner chooses the pleastires of freedom, and
inadvertently, the painsithat go with them. Lo |

o .Adap'tec_l from T_hg ECohomist; Bé_i;ng_forel.'gr'tf_ The :ch\érs',"“l? December 2009
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