Family is the most important institution in society. Do you agree?

Our society comprises many entities and institutions and among them, family is the smallest and most basic institution of them. However, the family unit is of paramount significance to the society when we see how sociologists recognize the imperative role that a family unit will play in its influence and shaping of our society. However, as our society becomes more integrated and complex, the role of family in our society becomes more obscure, losing its deserved influence in our society. In view of the diverse opinions about the importance of family as a social institution of our society, the extent of importance about family as a social institution will be examined by examining the various beneficial contribution of the family in the shaping of our civic society as compared to other social institutions like school or the communities.

For those who disagree that a family has a significant role to play in our society, their arguments stem from the fact that we spend a lot of time and efforts in school and communities, learning as much as possible the various values and ideas of these social institutions to enable us to become rightful members of the society. Schools provide us the opportunities to be trained and educated so that we acquire the knowledge about our society, giving us a sense of belongings. Our working environment demands us to be familiar with the rightful code of conduct so that we can be part of the society. 

However, our family is the fundamental training ground for us to pick up the necessary interaction and communication skills and abilities that we would need to enable us to engage with others in the society. It is through our family that we learn some rudimental manners and behaviours such as courtesy and proper social conduct so as to interact effectively with other members in the society. Thus, the role of the family cannot be denied.

The importance of family in our society can also be seen when we understand how a family can help to upkeep the morality of the society. A family contributes greatly as it is the nursery that cultivates morally upright individuals to shape the civic values of the society. Members of the family are nurtured with moral values like respects for others since young and these values help to shape the various members of the society. Although some educators may argue that school is the social institution that has a more significant role to play, no one can deny the contribution of the family. We can see how some dysfunctional families have contributed the rise of juvenile delinquency; underlining the importance of the educational role the family can play in this aspect.

Economically, each family makes great contribution in many aspects. As the source of labour supply and consumption, each family ensures that the economy attains the necessary manpower and the consumer market to propel economic growth. The formation of new families will create consumer needs that the industries will try to satisfy and this new demand will generate production and employment, raising national income and standard of living. By encouraging the formation of families, the nation will be ensure of more future taxpayers, which will help to ease off the strain on public expenditure, especially when most developed nations are experiencing a greying population. This explains why many developed nations are striving to increase its population growth by encouraging marriages and then, birthrates.

Besides its economic importance, a family is the root of the nation. Linking its people to the family and establishing this link to the society help to forge the creation of a national identity. With extensive migration and the rise of globalisation, more people are leaving the country to look for more opportunities and acquire more knowledge. The root to the family will forge the essential link between the nation and her people and this is certainly agreed by our government.

In sum, it can be noted that the role of a family as a social institution is of paramount importance to the society as it makes great economic, social and political contribution to the society. The other social institutions are established to ensure the growth of our families and its members and in return, promote the development the society, creating a strongly knitted relationship whereby more entities are mutually depending on each other for support.  It is therefore the interest of the government to promote the growth of more families and to protect the well being of these families. When the seedlings of family are well nurtured and grown, the society will be able to bear the fruit of stability and prosperity. 

