Having children is increasingly seen as a chore and not a blessing. What impact would this have on the institution of a family?

The growing trend of many seeing children as a chore and not a blessing is a social trend that is not healthy for the development of our society. Many reasons have shaped married couple to feel that children are no longer essential to the making of a complete family. However, these young parents fail to understand the drastic effect the notion has on the development of a family.

First of all, this mindset will cause a stop in the continuity of a family line. This can happen, as couples may no longer want to have children as a constitution of their family. However, in Asian cultural context especially, it is important for one to continue the family line by bearing a baby boy as there is high emphasis of passing down the family name through generations. Thus, when young couples do not produce children in their marriage, it is seen as a let down to their ancestors as they have failed to fulfill the basic family responsibility that they are entrusted with.

Second, with no children at hand, young couples will not have the opportunity of experiencing the joys of parenthood. This also leads to couples lacking the ability to care as they have not experienced the responsibility that a parent have for their child and in the process of their parenthood, assume the responsibility of adulthood. The experience to fulfill the responsibility of parenthood will enhance the young parents’ ability to care for others, shaping them to become responsible members of the society.

Third, without the presence of a child to help gel the family together, couples may be bored of the lack of activities that they experience together. Also, without a child in the house, couples may tend to ignore or forget the importance of a family. This might cause young couples to be weary of each other after a certain period of time. With the addition of the ignorance of the importance of the family and also with not much reason to try to salvage their strained relationship, this will lead to the separation of the couple.

Also, when a couple grows old, they would face increasing financial burden as sickness and old age may have taken a toll in their ability to work. And with no child to rely on, they would have no one to depend on. Even if they are financially independent, they need the help of their children to care for them when they are old and fragile.

Last but not least, the continuation of a family business is not possible with the absence of children as the family. This will undermine the family businesses from expanding and therefore causing family to fail to expand its wealth. The presence of in this aspect is especially important for richer family as they will feel and weigh more importance for the need of a descendant to pass down this family business and wealth to when they depart from this world.

In conclusion, there are many drastic consequences a family can experience if the mentality of children being a chore and not a blessing is proliferated among the new generation of young parents. It is important for us to prevent such negative impacts from occurring. Thus, there is the need for this mindset to be changed for the greater good of the society and institution of a family as a whole.

