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Reflective Issue (negative):

1. ‘The only concerns of young people today are self-centered ones.’ Is this a fair statement?

2. ‘In the modern world, speed is everything.’ Discuss. 

3. ‘We are a privileged yet discontented lot.’ How far is this true of your society?

4. Does truth still have any value in today’s world? 

5. Is uncertainty to be welcomed or feared? 



































2. ‘In the modern world, speed is everything.’ Discuss. 

Introduction

The modern world is now progressing at such an advanced and fast pace that it has altered the façade of our society and the way we function and conduct our way of life. As we reap the convenience and benefits of modern world, we are also subtly and unconsciously entrapped by its ethos, choosing to let efficiency and speed dictate our way of life as we epitomize this as the core value to guide our life. However, there are some who are traditional and holistic and would see life in a slower pace and fille with substance and quality. In view of these contrasting opinions, this essay takes the stand that speed is not everything in this modern world.

Opposing view

	To the technocrats and modernists, they believe that speed is everything as this ethos offer efficiency and productivity that are benefits to make one’s life more rewarding and accomplishing in many ways.

EL – what kind of benefits can it offer / why it is important to the society / individuals
EG – economic activities – ecommerce, stock and trading activities, information is available to society at 24/, information is disseminated across many countries instantaneously
LS – justify that speed is the key determinant of success in this global economic competition

Rebuttal

	However, the ethos does not hold true when we consider other spectrum of competition as some economies are able to overcome the need to speedy and yet, able to compete competently.

EL – do we need efficiency to be successful or can discuss on how we can prioritize other yardsticks for success
France – have the production capacity to increase competition because of the abundance of resources, willingness to have a slower pace of life like Bhutan which has prioritize happiness over economic success

Supporting view 1

Speed is not everything when we view this ethos in relation with interaction with our family and social relationship as time spent with them cannot be quantified to measure success of relationship.

EL - Why time which means speed is not determinant of good relationship/ why other factors would be more significant to shape social and family relationship
Example – why people are unwilling to have more children / why divorce rate is rising
LS -  in this case, it is better for one to ignore speed as a significant influence




Supporting view 2

Engaging in speedy development may not be appropriate for individuals as one needs to be patience and meticulous with these social activities, requiring one to slow down in life.

EL – why cultural and social activities are part of social life which may not be a suitable way for a fast-paced society
Why a fast-paced life may create problems for people who may have social, cultural and religious activities
Eg church services and cell group meeting are part of social activities may take up time/ search for time people spend with family, the government’s promotion on work-life balance
LS: Time is not on the side of these activities

Supporting view 3

Being speedy can and may be disrupting and detrimental in the way we handle our lives as we may create errors which are the result of carelessness, ignorance and negligence when we value the notion that speed is everything.

EL- how speed is affecting our life in our work, social and study life and how this occurs
Speed is not an appropriate for some of life.
EG – show examples how we make mistakes in our life a in situations like COVID -19, how we make mistake in rushing our activities
LS – a fast-paced life definitely accounts for some of our stumbles in our life

Conclusion

	The pace of life has indeed become hectic and faster, and it is evitable that the notion that speed is everything is now part of our life. However, it does not mean that we must embrace this thinking completely. We need to be aware of the detriments of this influence on our social, private and working life as it is a very pivotal development of our modern society.

What do we need generate for the essay?

1. Understanding of the question
2. Derivation of category
3. Develop a topic sentence
4. Develop elaboration
5. Derive examples

Ways to improve the language aspect:

1. grammar
2. vocabulary development
3. sentence making and language expression
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