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Essay Outline – 1001 – Religion
Q
Does religion have a significant role to play in our modern society?

1)
Type of question – Argumentative – agreement-based type of question

2)
Main terms of understanding 

- indentifying the main roles that religion can perform in our modern society

- provides an understanding of the development of the modern society

3)
Categories of Discussion – Philosophy, psychology, ethnic and cultural perspective, moral, social, political and economic aspects of discussion.

4)
Structure of the essay

Introduction

- develop a trend analysis of religion in the development of civilization

- provide two perspectives that are needed in the discussion of the essay

- state the stand of your view

Main Body

1)
Opposing view – Why religion is assumed to have lesser role to play in our modern society?

2)
Rebuttal – Why such an assumption is wrong?

3)
Supporting – Why religion still have a significant role to play in our society?

Conclusion
Summary of the view with an analysis on the main determinants that will explain why religions still have a significant role to play in our modern society
Introduction

Since Neolithic period, organized religious ideas have prevailed and become an intricate part of the development of the agricultural society where religious rituals and values have influenced the different aspects of the civilization. However, as our modern society progresses with technological and scientific advancement, many have become agnostic and even atheistic as they have developed queries about the divine power that determine their existence and question the teachings of the religions, creating a perception that religions have become less relevant in our modern society. Though there is greater number of individuals claiming to be non-religious, the 84% of the world’s population who pledge to be religious will make it difficult for those who have no faith in divine power to claim that religions have no significant role to play in our modern society.
Main Body

1)
Opposing view – Why religion is assumed to have lesser role to play in our modern society?

Those who does not believe that religions have significant roles to play in our modern society stem their rationality from the fact that
A higher degree of human determinism as we begin to discover more through scientific means – the Human Genome Project / The Big Bang theory

The loss of faith in religious institutions – the failure of religious leaders’ moral and ethical behaviours and the continual conflicts among diverse religions (the Crusades and the recent terrorist attacks at the Twin Towers on Sept 11 and the Bali Bombing, violent confrontation between non-violent faiths like Hinduism and Buddhism in Sri Lanka) 
2)
Rebuttal –

All these scientific discoveries only provide a limited scope of our understanding of the world  - we only begin to understand the wonders of nature and miracle of divine power – in the words of Stephen Hawking – the understanding of the universe is for us to ‘know the mind of GOD’
The wrong doing of religions is by the people who have misused religion in the name of God and individuals must place their faith in the religion and not the institutions. 

3) Why Religion is still of great significance to the modern society?

A source of psychological fulfillment to satisfy our search for relationship as proclaimed by Sigmund Freud – our need to love and care – a source of comfort and protection

Religions is the source of Moral law – serves as the moral compass to guide the society on what is known as the right behavior for the society.
A source of binding to build a community among unrelated individuals who are different but will be linked by a common belief – a common agreement to a set of values deemed right and justifiable – minimizing conflicts and promote co-operation which will weed the social fabrics that promote social stability.

Determination of culture and ethnicity – religions act as the source of cultural rituals – as seen in Taoism – ancestor praying sessions

Political unification of the country – the role of catholic churches and the Islamic republics

Conclusion

 
The roles of religion will never be made insignificant as it is the dominant guidance that rule the spiritual mind and value and behaviours of the civilization. 
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