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GP June Intensive Revision
Comprehension Learning Skills 2 – Extraction of Ideas

The skills on how to extract ideas will enhance the comprehension of the passage and improve the reading speed. It also improves our abilities to identify the key words or sentences to aid the reader to answer the various questions posed in the comprehension test.

The steps are as follow:

1) Identifying topic sentence

By identifying the topic sentence, it will be easier for the reader to identify the ideas depicted by the writer in the respective paragraphs. However, it may be difficult to do so as the writers use sub-paragraphing to elaborate his point of view.
(category – economic point of discussion, health)
2) Draw implications

Make implications of the intent of the writer and understand what the writer is trying to imply. Readers need to make both intra- and extra-connection of the points. (questions focus on the intent of the writer

3) Conceptualization of ideas

The task of conceptualization is to coin the whole idea of the paragraph into a noun phrase or verbial clause. 

4) Linking of paragraphs

After the ideas of the respective paragraphs are drawn, the reader can attempt to link the various points of the discussion written by the writer.  Usually, these main points in the passage are the areas of focus required in summary writing and your application question.

Causes of the formation of fear in society
1) fear is created by the social interaction and values
2) fear is the product of social media

5) Derive the main idea of the topic and its sub-points into a mind-map

Create a flow or mind-map to draw meaning conclusion of the writer’s essay.





Har Ridley considers the pace of life in the modern world.
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Practice
1. Identify the main areas of discussion

Theme: Evolution of Pace of Life


Main perspectives of discussion:

Perspective 1 – How pace of life is defined by traditional activities and culture

Perspective 2 – 

Perspective 3 – 

2. Based on one main point of discussion that you have identified, explain how this main point is developed.
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4 Dire consequences for family life aside, a fast pace of life also significantly threatens our 35
culture. Fast food is now preferred to leisurely prepared, once-cherished home-cooked meals
from traditional recipes, and women are no longer obligated by custom to cook at home,
leading to reliance on unhealthy takeaways or pre-prepared meals. Instead of sitting round the
table talking and connecting to each other, we eat our meals on the hoof while trying but failing
to do a dozen things with our communication devices at the same time, oblivious to our 40
surroundings. Traditional artistic endeavours that develop in us the virtue of patience and pride
in our culture, such as calligraphy and handicrafts, are abandoned since they take time to
master. Time-honoured, meaningful and symbolic rituals and customs to celebrate an event, a
life or a noteworthy mythical figure are no longer carried out wholly, or even skipped entirely.
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5 Businesses are well aware of the power of creating a sense of urgency. Limited-time offers 45
are a mainstay in marketing strategies: businesses often present vulnerable customers with
offers that terminate when they leave the premises, hurrying them to make a reckless
purchase. And enterprising firms capitalise on the souls wearied by busyness by offering
them a retreat to small, rural communities practising a simple way of life — not for the positive
motive of spiritual pursuit but the negative one of escapism. To cater to our need to de-stress 50
in our frenetic age, they offer us theme parks which are but bogus entertainment centres to
thrill and dull our senses with high-tech fast ride experiences, fast food in ubiquitous
restaurant chains and souvenir stores, taking even more money off us in the process.
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It is one of the great ironies of modern times that time-saving technology has given us less
time and has further added to the pressures of life. While modern machinery liberated women
from domestic drudgery, it also enslaved them, and men, at the workplace. With office
automation and communication devices, we no longer work in a leisurely manner but in
quicker and more resourceful ways. We now see time as a commodity and are tuned to the
idea of speed. Achieving more in less time is a triumph! Insidiously, we become impatient,
and begrudge delays and unfilled moments. We fume at wasting our time when we are in our
vehicles immobilised in traffic congestions, and our blood pressure escalates, stressing
ourselves further. And our obsession with speed is further fuelled by the phenomenon of
world-wide competition in sport — as seen in the Olympic Games, various sporting world
cups, racing and ball games that are all encouraged by unprecedented prevalence of the
media — where, regrettably, only record-breaking performance in time is celebrated.
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7 When did you last stare at the evening sky to catch a sunset? If you did, then you were a
magnificent anachronism, just sitting there seemingly doing nothing. But you were not doing
nothing — you observed, anticipated, and probably marvelled at the vast beauty of the
nocturnal skyscape. Inactivity is invigorating and redemptive but none of us does enough of it
because we are never allowed to spend a large chunk of the day doing nothing —
daydreaming, thinking, exploring — and that is a provocation to interference from our parents,
peers and bosses who always chivvy us into what they perceive as ‘useful’ occupation. And
thus, we have lost our capacity for defiant idleness entirely.
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In The Psalms of David, |Isaac Watts wrote:
‘Time, what an empty vapour ‘tis;
And days how swift they are!
Swift as an Indian arrow flies,
Or like a shooting star.’

Is time an arrow we must dodge or vapour we can ignore? If we know better, we may live by
the clock only when we have to. All that is lacking is the inclination of governments,
businesses and community leaders to give priority to enforce shorter work weeks and more
days off work. Perhaps, instead of saying, ‘Don't just sit there; do something,” we should say
the opposite, ‘Don’t just do something, sit there!” Indeed, instead of speeding up our pace of
life, we should be slowing it down.
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Pace of life is not easy to define. To the uninitiated, there is no more vivid symbol of a rapid
pace of life than the moving hands of a clock. But to the informed, pace of life is the arbitrary
flow or movement of time that people experience. It is characterised by rhythms (the pattern
and arrangement of work time and rest time), sequences (the priority given to work and play)
and synchronies (the man\ner in which people and their activities are attuned to one another). 5
These characteristics form a dimension of our experience that we take for granted — our
perception of time. In Brazil, to be three hours late is perfectly acceptable; in Japan, there is a
sense of the long-term that is unheard of in the West. Indeed, when we travel to a different
country, what contributes most to our sense of disorientation is not the concrete cultural
adjustment that is required, such as getting used to new food, negotiating a foreign language or 70
adapting to a different standard of living, but having to adapt to another culture’s sense of time.
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2 How do we use our time? Are we being ruled by the clock? If we were to travel back in time
to ancient Greece where the Greeks used sundials as early clocks, we realise that they lived
according to nature time, where the rhythm of the sun and the seasons governed their
activities and way of life. Interestingly, their heliocentric undertakings led them to live 15
according to event time when they structured their time around events — when they wanted to
make an appointment next summer, they would say, Tl see you at the next harvest. The
beginning of clock time arguably started since the Industrial Revolution centuries later when
mechanical timepieces were used not only to mark the commencement and conclusion of
activities, but to dictate their scheduling, notwithstanding what was going on in the 20
surroundings. We now put in long hours at work habitually to meet hard deadlines that
various departments are obliged to adhere to. Indeed, clock time has revolutionalised the
cadence of daily life. It requires an uncompromising regularity in the passage of events, with
increasing speed. For most industrialised societies, living by the clock is a given. People
struggle to escape from clock time, at least to vacate from it. But in the end, the clock stands 25
plainly invincible, in control of production, progress and pace of life.
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3 Today, our unhealthy pace of life has infected us with the disease of ‘busyness’ and having no
time to ‘stand and stare’. Tragically, we relish in being zealously and exhaustingly over-
occupied, erroneously accepting it as a sign of achievement. Traditionally, a man’s devotion to
his family was defined by his noticeable presence in the household, which also determined his
status as the patriarch in the family. Today, he who works himself to the ground to reach to the
top, and he who is never home before nine but brings home the biggest salary, secures the
respect from his spouse and children. And children no longer enjoy the precious, unhurried
pace of childhood but scurry from school to enrichment classes that fill up the entire day.
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