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GP June Intensive Revision 
Comprehension Learning Skills 1 – Reading Skills

The objective of reading is to comprehend the ideas in a sentence, a paragraph or a passage. This is one of the fundamental steps in effective learning.

To comprehend a passage, it is imperative for students to develop efficient and effective reading skills. Students need to correct their bad reading habits and adopt a reading procedure that will enable them to extract information effectively and enhance their passive vocabulary development. In the reading process, students need to be able absorb the main points and sub-points. It is also crucial for students to draw implications from the reading.

1. Factors undermining Reading Process

A. Weak Concentration

Reading requires full concentration and the absence of concentration will affect the students’ abilities to comprehend a passage. Lack of concentration is usually the result of tiredness, posture and uncomfortable environment.

B. Improper Attitude

Improper attitude towards reading will also affect the effectiveness and efficiency of reading. The lack of interest on the theme of the passage will undermine the students’ effort to focus on reading the articles.

C. Subjective mindset

It is common for the readers to misinterpret the idea in the passage due to their subjective mindset. Instead of comprehending the idea of the passage according the writer’s intent, readers may understand the passage according to their own interpretation. 
(provide answers as set by the writer)
D. Undesirable Reading Behaviour

Readers with undesirable behaviours tend to slow their reading speed and weaken their comprehension. Some of the common bad reading behaviours can be seen in the following ways:

i) reading word by word
ii) subvocalization
iii) regression / back skipping
iv)    skipping sentences



E. Weak Intra-connection

Students who are unable to link various ideas in the passage are unable to link the various ideas in the paragraph or the passage to derive a meaningful understanding. This affects the students’ capabilities to comprehend factual information.
Content – overview of the issue, features or issues to be discussed, reasons, effects of the development
F. Weak extra-connection

Students who are not effective in analysis, criticism, appreciation and evaluation are usually weak in making interpretation of ideas during their reading. 

G. Inadequate Knowledge

The lack of knowledge on particular subject is another factor that will undermine the students’ ability to comprehend the passage. Students may require some prior knowledge to comprehend a passage. Students’ ability to comprehend a passage may be reduced if they are unable to link their general knowledge to the ideas in the subject.

H. Weak Vocabulary Power

Poor language proficiency is another factor that will undermine the comprehension skills of a reader.
























2. Steps to take note in reading a comprehension passage


A. Read the passage carefully with concentration and enthusiasm.

B. Along the reading process, you need to derive the theme of the passage which is usually revealed in the first or second paragraph.

C. As you read along, you need to extract the main ideas of the respective paragraphs in the passage. Link the main ideas of the respective paragraphs so as to derive an understanding of the implication of the paragraphs. In the course of extraction of ideas, students need to look out for topic sentence which contains the main idea of the paragraph.


areas to take note in reading

1) Theme of the passage
2) main areas of discussion
-perspective of discussion – causes, effects, impact, comparison
-categorization of discussion – economic issue, social factor, political, individual, health
3) paragraph development – causation – based on nature of discussion (explanation may on process explanation, evaluation ….)
4) proposition – providing direction of discussion for AQ and summary

D. In the extraction of information, there is a need to identify the sub-clauses or phrases that are linked to the idea of the passage and interpret the respective phrases and sub-clauses in accordance to the writer’s point of view. These sub-clauses and phrases will reveal the conceptualized ideas that the writer is trying to depict which will support his evaluation, explanation or description

E. Based on the main ideas extracted from the respective paragraphs, students need to derive the main propositions of the passage which will help in the derivation of information for the answering of Application-based and Summary question.

F. It is also important for students to know the purposes of other sentences and able to differentiate them from the topic sentence. Some of the sentences are used to elaborate the main point of the sentence while some are examples and analogies that the writer is stating to elaborate his point.




Points to take note:

· Read the passage without regression. 

· Do not pause for vocabulary understanding or read word by word. Remember that the objective of reading is to comprehend the ideas of the passage. You can attempt to understand more about the meaning of the word when you read further as it usually gives you a clue on the meaning of the word. Very often, the reader can figure out the meaning of the word as he reads on.

· Avoid subjective mindset. Read for the writer’s intent and the implications provided in the passage. Ask yourself what the writer is trying to say to you. 





































Practice 1 - Extraction of information
Passage 1
By ‘liberal education’ is meant education that includes literature, history and appreciation of the arts, and gives them equal weight with scientific and practical subjects. Education in these pursuits opens the possibility for us to live more reflectively and knowledgeably, especially about the range of human experience and sentiment, as it exists now and here, and in the past and elsewhere. That, in turn, makes us better understand the interests, needs and desires of others, so that we can treat them with respect and sympathy, however different the choices they make or experiences that have shaped their lives. When respect and sympathy are returned, rendering it mutual, the result is that the gaps which can prompt fiction between people, and even war in the end, come to be bridged or at least tolerated. The latter is enough.


Qn 1.	Using your own words, how do we benefit from a ‘liberal education’? (3)
i)	the possibility for us to live more reflectively and knowledgeably, especially about the range of human experience and sentiment

meaning – make us think and learn more about our human civilization 
ii) exists now and here, and in the past and elsewhere

meaning – from different periods and aspects of our development
iii) makes us better understand the interests, needs and desires of others, so that we can treat them with respect and sympathy, however different the choices they make or experiences that have shaped their lives

meaning – enrich our knowledge about others so that we can treat them with proper manner despite the differences that we have
iv) When respect and sympathy are returned, rendering it mutual

meaning – this presence of mutual respect and understanding occurs
v) ,the result is that the gaps which can prompt fiction between people, and even war in the end, come to be bridged or at least tolerated.

meaning – the conflicts among people can be cleared and physical conflicts can be eliminated.


Answer:

	Liberal education will make us think and learn more about our human civilization of different periods and from all aspects. This, in turn, enriches our knowledge about others so that we can treat them with proper manner despite the differences that we have. When this presence of mutual respect and understanding occurs, the conflicts among people can be cleared and physical conflicts can be eliminated.






Qn 2.	Explain what the author means by ‘The latter is enough’? Use your own words as far as possible. (language expression)

Meaning of the subject ‘The latter’ – refers to ………………………………..

Meaning of ‘enough’ – refers to……………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………...…

Paragraph 2
The vision is utopian; no doubt in World war 2, there were German SS officers who read Shakespeare and listened to Beethoven, and then went to work in the gas chambers: so liberal education does not automatically produce better people. But it does so far more often than the stupidity and selfishness which arise from lack of knowledge and impoverishment of insight.
1) What is the purpose of the paragraph?

…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………...…

2) What does the word ‘better’ mean?

…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………...…

3) What does the last sentence imply?


…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………...…
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1.  According to the author, what happens when 'ethics were no longer prescriptive but a matter of preference' (lines 13-14)? Use your own words as far as possible.

Lifted
What used to be considered as sins - abortion, the bearing of children outside wedlock - are widely regarded as manifestations of freedom of choice. And marriage is no longer sacrosanct but merely provisional, a contract which can be easily terminated.

1) explain the meaning of the phrase –
We can decide on what kind of values we can have 
2) what happens – reasons for the development based on the phrase
· lower our moral standard and allow actions and behaviours which are considered wrong in the past –justifying the actions to be ethical  - we change the social values we have and adopt new values
Paraphrased : 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………...…

2.  What does the phrase 'travelling sisterhood' (line 22) suggest about women?

Inferred answer
………………………………………………………………………………………….
………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………...…..

3.  What qualities does the author imply women have from the examples given from lines 32-34?

Lifted
We see women in poorer parts of India learning English faster than men to meet the demands of new global call centres, ... and women own more than forty per cent of private businesses in China.
Inferred
………………………………………………………………………………………….
………………………………………………………………………………………….


4.  'Feminism has pushed women to do things once considered against their nature' (lines 40-41). 

According to the author, what would women do if they were to follow their supposed nature? Use your own words as far as possible.

Lifted
… first, women enter the workforce, then they continue to work while married, and then they work even with small children at home. 

Paraphrased
………………………………………………………………………………………….
………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………...…..
5.   Using your own words as far as possible, explain how women are different from men although they are 'equally aggressive and competitive' (lines 52-53).

Lifted
Men tend to assert themselves in a controlling manner while women tend to take into account the rights of others

Paraphrased
………………………………………………………………………………………….
………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………...…..

6.   'Why does the author find the 'white collar economy' reassuring to women (line 79)? Use your own words as far as possible.

Lifted
Reassuringly, a white collar economy values brain power which men and women have in equal amounts… Perhaps most importantly – for better or worse – it increasingly requires formal education credentials which women are more prone to acquire since they are naturally more academically inclined

Paraphrased
………………………………………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………………………………...…
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Hanna Rosin predicts that the world of the future will be a woman’s WOrld

1 Man has been the dominant sex since the dawn of mankmd For a long tlme
- evolutionary psychologrsts have claimed that we are all imprinted - with adaptive
- imperatives from a distant past: men -are faster and stronger and hardwired to fight for
scarce resources, and that shows up as a drive to win on Wall Street; women are

N programmed to find good providers and to care for their offspring, and that is manifested

) “in_more nurturing and docile behaviour, ordaining them to domesticity. For centuries,
- young women have been forced into marriages arranged by their parents, and ngrd
- patnarchal societies have been abusing wives who failed to produce male heirs.

2 But over the course of the past century, we have seen massive and unprecedented.:

- changes at the workplace. As more and more governments embraced industrial

10

~ revolution and encouraged women to enter the labour force, and as more and more

: - women advanced rapidly from mdustnal jobs to professronal work, gender roles were

,questroned and adapted. And before long, ethics were no longer prescnptrve but a matter

of. preference What used to be consndered as sins — abortion, the bearing of children

~ outside wedlock — are now widely regarded as manifestations of freedom of choice. And

~ marriage is no longer sacrosanct but merely provisional, a contract which can be easily

terminated. As people indulge in such audacious chorces the tradmonal order begms to
T crumble . ~

3 ‘Eartrer this decade the balance of the workforce tipped towards women, who now hold

~ the majority of many nations’ jobs. The working class is slowly turning nations into a

f’,,,v,matnarchy Women dominate: professronai schools, the workplace and political arena
~ today. Indeed, the world is in some ways becommg a kind of travelling sisterhood:
- women leaving home and entenng the labour force, chmbmg up the corporate ladder,
Y and creatmg domestlc jObS for other women, from !ocal and abroad, to fill.

'4';71:There are obvious reasons behind this shift. Gwen the phenomenal and ever—mcreasmg’

~rate of technological changes we are witnessing, the global economy is evolving in a way

:_’rlthat is eroding the historical preference for men worldwide. The post-industrial economy
~ today is indifferent to men’s size and strength. Thinking and communication skills have
i echpsed brute strength and stamina as the keys to economic success. The attributes that
~are most valuable today — social and emotional intelligence, the ability to be finely tuned

- ', to verbal and body language — are not predominantly male. In fact, the opposite is true. |

- We see women in poorer parts of India leaming English faster than men to meet the
~ demands of new global call centres, and women own more than forty per cent of private
‘businesses in China. In 2009 Iceland elected Johanna Srguroardothr as her Prime
. Minister, who is the world’s first openly lesbian head of state. She campargned exphcmy
S agarnst the male elite and vowed to end the * age of testosterone

5 Today, the list of growmg jobs i is ‘heavy on nurturing professrons and places a premnum
~on service, in which, ironically, women seem to benefit from old stereotypes and habits.
Theoretrcally there is no reason men should not be qualified for these professrons But
they have proved remarkably unable to adapt. Femrmsm has pushed women to do things

o_nce considered against their nature: first, women enter the workforce, then they
contmue to work while married, and then they work even with small children at home.

Many professions that started out as a province of men are now filled mostly with women

leachers and soldiers come to mind. Yet, the same is not true of the opposite! Nursing
schools have tried hard to recruit men in the past few years with negligible success.
Educatron mstrtutrons eager to recruit male role models, are having a similarly hard time.
The 'fv--range of acceptable masculine roles has changed comparatively little, and has

ps even narrowed as men have shled away from some careers women have
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6 And women today are knocking on the door of leadership. Once it was thought that
‘leaders should be aggressive and competitive, and that men are naturally more of both.
~ But psychological research seems to indicate that men and women are just about equally

aggressive and competitive, with slight variations. Men tend to assert themselves in a
- controlling manner, while women tend to take into account the rights of others. Of course,

when highlighting such variations, researchers may risk perpetuating crude gender

_stereotypes: women are more empathetic and better consensus seekers. These suggest

that women bring in a superior moral sensibility to bear on a cutthroat business world.
As it is, the perception of the ideal business leader is starting to shift. The old model of

50

55

command and control which men thrive in, with one leader holding all the decision

making power, is considered archaic. The new paradigm sees leaders behave like good"

coaches, who are able to channel their charisma to motivate others to be industrious and

creative. As such, we can resoundingly cheer that women boost corporate performance,

and.we can expect innovative, successful firms to |

e the ones that have women in top

60

-positions. Similarly, we see-the reason why industries that are like the ghost of the -

economy past — shipbuilding, steelworks and machinery — are those that have always

favoured the brawn.

Cltis little won"d'er that patriérchal sociétie‘s are unable to cope with the changes, résistin"g |

‘them and resorting to means to preserve the status quo. For one, there is still a prevalent
wage gap between men and women — which can be convincingly explained by
di"s‘Crimin-ation.’Yes, women still do most of the parenting. And yes, the higher echelons
of society are still dominated by men. Moreover, a knee-jerk reaction from the timid and
conservative people, which debatably stems from anxiety and fear, against the new world
- of the alpha female is to attack and ..;vil'ifyﬁthes'efact—':c{)_m;Sﬁl'iS"hedf-‘-wciim,en: Roman Polanski’s

novel The Ghost Writer rewrites the traditional political wife as a cold-bioOd’ed' killer; Lady
GaGa’s music video for the song Telephone rewrites Thelma and Louise not as a story
about elusive female empowerment. but ruthless abuse of power where she and her

girlfriend kill a ‘bad boyfriend’ and random others on a homicidal spree. The alpha female
does not have her defenders. ) | |

Should we despair? | think not. Reassuringly, a white collar economy values brain power
which men and women have in equal amounts. Perhaps most importantly — for better or
worse — it increasingly requires formal education credentials, which women are more
prone to. acquire, since they are naturally more academically ‘inclined. Indubitably,
enlightened organisations that tap on the talents of women can be assured of economic
‘success, for they are armed with brain power and not the ‘qualities’ of the _dominant sexX.

‘Surely, the fashionable James Bond is a dying species rather than a permanent
 establishment. We see how the ongoing variations of the alpha male have been

degenerated from the once esteemed debonair gentlemen, to the often unemployed,
" romantically challenged perpetual adolescent, or a happy misanthrope (the film ‘The 40-
" Year-Old Virgin’ comes to mind), or a beer-loving couch potato (think Homer Simpson).
The reality is that the modern economy is becoming a place where women hold the
cards. It may be happening slowly and unevenly, but it is unmistakably the scenario for

‘our none-too-distant future.
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