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Read the passage in the insert and then answer all the questions which follow below. Note that up to fifteen marks will be given for the quality and accuracy of your use of English throughout this paper.

NOTE: When a question asks for an answer IN YOUR OWN WORDS AS FAR AS POSSIBLE and you select the appropriate material from the passages for your answer, you must still use your own words to express it. Little credit can be given to answers which only copy words or phrases from the passages.

Questions on Passage 1
1.  According to Paragraph 1, what ‘hints’ do painted portraits offer about their subjects? Answer in your own words as far as possible.


……………………………………………………………………………………...…

……………………………………………………………………………………...…

………………………………………………………………………………………[2]

2a.  What are the differences between modern portraits and portraits of the past according to Paragraph 2? Answer in your own words as far as possible.


…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………...…

………………………………………………………………………………………[2]


2b. What is the similarity between modern portraits and portraits of the past, according to Paragraph 2? Answer in your own words as far as possible.


…………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………[1]



3.  Using material from paragraphs 3 and 5, summarise how people present themselves and how they interact with others on social networking sites.

	Write your summary in no more than 120 words not counting the opening words which are printed below. Use your own words far as possible.

People present themselves on social networking sites by

………………………..………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………… [8]



4. Why does the author put the word ‘friends’ (line 43) in inverted commas? Answer in your own words as far as possible.


…………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………[1]

Questions on Passage 2

5. Explain why the author repeats the word ‘every’ in lines 7-8. Answer in your own words as far as possible.


…………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………[1]

6.  Explain the author’s use of the word ‘merely’ in the phrase “merely an abyss of people in cyberspace screaming ‘LOOK AT ME!’” (line 19)


……………………………………………………………………………………...…

……………………………………………………………………………………...…

………………………………………………………………………………………[2]

7. What aspect of modern life is being criticized when the writer describes our society as ‘over-caffeinated … plagued with A.D.D.’ (line 21)?


…………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………[1]

8.  According to the writer in lines 26-28, which groups of people have valid reasons to use social networking sites? Use your own words as far as possible.


……………………………………………………………………………………...…

……………………………………………………………………………………...…

………………………………………………………………………………………[2]



9.  The writer starts Paragraph 1 and Paragraph 5 with a set of examples each. Explain her purpose of doing this.


……………………………………………………………………………………...…

……………………………………………………………………………………...…

………………………………………………………………………………………[2]

10. Give the meaning of the following words as they are used in the passage. You may write your answer in one word or a short phrase.                                                                                                            

a) obscure (Passage 1 line 7) …………………………….…..……….……………

b) overwhelmingly (Passage 1 line 36)……………………….….…..………….…

c) vigilance (Passage 1 line 47)…..……….……………….……….………….……
 
d) profound (Passage 1 line 51)………….……………………..…………………..

e) obsession (Passage 2 line 16)….…………………….………….……. …….[5]



12. Both Christen Rosen and Joanne Toscano argue that the timeless human desire for attention is now degenerating into an obsessive self-absorption which is fuelled by the new media.

What is your view and to what extent is it challenged or confirmed by their arguments?

                               
…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………….

…………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………….

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………….

…………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………….




…………………………………………………………………………………………


………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………….

…………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………….

…………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………….

…………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………………… [8]
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SOCIAL NETWORKING: ONLINE NARCISSISM

Passage 1: Christine Rosen writes ...

For centuries the rich and the powerful documented their existence and their status
throtgh painted portraits. A marker of wealth and a bid for immortality, portraits offer
intriguing hints about their subjects — professions, ambitions, attitudes and, most
importantly, social standing. Such portraits are painted anthropology, with much to
teach us, intentionally and unintentionally, about the culture in which they were created.
Self-portraits can be especially instructive. By showing the artist both as he sees
himself and as he wishes to be seen, self-portralts can at once expose and obscure,
clarify and distort.

Today, our portraits are democratic and digital; they are crafted from pixels rather than

paints. On social networking sites like MySpace and Facebook, our modern self-
portraits are interactive, inviting viewers not merely to look at, but also to respond to,
the life portrayed online. We create them to {ind friendship, love, and that ambiguous
i -‘modern thing called connection. Like painters constantly retouching their work, we
alter, update, and tweak our online self-portraits; but as digital objects they are far more
impermanent than oil on canvas. Vital statistics, glimpses of bare flesh, lists of
favourite bands and favourite poems all_clamour for our attention — and it is the
timeless human desire for attention that emerges as the dominant theme of these vast
virtual galleries.

Today’s social networking sites organlse themselves around individual profiles that list
hobbies and interests. As a result, one’s way into this world generally is not through a
-virtual neighbourhood or community, as was the case with earlier sites, but through the
revelation of personal information. Unlike a neighbourhood, where one usually has a
general knowledge of others who live in the area, social networking sites are gatherings
of individuals whose personal boastings and musings are not necessarily trustworthy.
Here, the old arbiters of community — place, family, role or occupation — have little
-effect on relationships. _ |

- Enthusiasts argue, however, that such networking sites are actually where people learn
social norms, rules, how to interact with others. They also teach media literacy and
allow for the sharing of personal and group histories. These same enthusiasts also
praise social networking for presenting opportumttes for all of us to be artists, creating
whimsical and ever-changing versions of ourselves for others to enjoy. Everyone takes
great pains over presenting themselves, as they see these portraits as embodiments of
their personality. However, in their attempts to set themselves apart in the vastness of
the online world, people resort to coarseness and vulgarity, and highlight their quirks as
an easy way to stand out. Indeed, this is one of the most striking characteristics of
MySpace: it is an overwhelmmgly dull sea of monotonous unlqueness of conventional
mdnvuduahty

The world of social networking is practlcally homogeneous in one other sense, however
.. diverse it might at first appéear:.its users are committed to. self-exposure The creation
“and -consumption of intimate details and images of one’s own and others’ lives is the

main. activity in .this-world. ., There is no room for reticence;:there.is only revelation. -
Every profile is a carefully planned media campaign. People want to sell themselves

~ and use-the number of ‘friends’ they collect as a measurement of status. .Unlike the

painted portraits of a bygone era which were commissioned to’ s:gnal elite status once

the subjects rose in socnety, social networkmg webs1tes allow. us to create status
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But unlike a portrait which, once finished and hung on the wall, signals one’s status,
maintaining one on MySpace or Facebook requires constant vigilance. Testimonials
from others are public declarations of the intimacy level of a relationship. Yet the use
of the word ‘friend’ on such sites is a dilution, a debasement of friendship. Surely no
one is so confused as to believe these are all true friendships. In the end, this pursuit
of virtual status has profound implications for both the community and friendship.

Passage 2: Joanne Toscano writes ...

Pam is in Maui. Joe is lnstalling a swimming'ﬁ"pool with a heater and a jacuzzi. Frank

has posted photos of h|s remodelled kltchen Social networking. What have we

become?

~

Today, we pine in our homes hunched over laptops and desktops bleary-eyed from
hours spent on attention-seeking social networks. Are we so insecure that we can no
longer meet and chat with people face-to-face? Or have we become so narcissistic that
we simply do not have time for our friends, yet have plenty of time to post every
whereabouts, every thought every accompllshment and every high-end, status
purchase?

Last summer, | was incapacitated with a back injury and relied heavily on the Internet
for socialising. | stumbled upon one of the more popular social networking sites &
immediately signed up. In the weeks that followed, | was captivated by the constant
flow of ‘friend-invites’, and updates of friends whom | had not seen or heard from since
high school. During this time, my eyes remained glued to the monitor waiting for the
next update, while posting my own thoughts and actions, and waiting for responses.
Realising my potential obsession was resulting in significant weight gain, headaches,
and more back pain, | logged off the computer and rejoined the gym. Having recenily
returned to the networking world, | saw it with a whole new set of eyes. Social
networking is merely an abyss of people in cyberspace screaming ‘LOOK AT ME!' A
 brag-fest.

Social networking complements our over-caffeinated society plagued with A.D.D.
(Attention Deficit Disorder). The ability to siphon out unwanted information diminisi:=<
time wasted on half-heartedly listening to others speak in person. Yet how do you know
you really matter to those you consider ‘friends’? The ‘ignore’ option does not just tioid

true in person, but on these sites as well. | challenge you to ask yourselves: what

makes you think anyone cares what you are doing? True, social netwarking is perfect

for families separated by distance, or those with health issues, unable to ieave their

90
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..homes. As for the rest of us, we are.not Hollywood stars. lt is tr_me to- get over - -

ourselves !

Natural dlsasters Global ‘warming. World hunger Perhaps it is tlme for us to: emerge
from- our self—absorbed cyber worlds and rejoin the human race.
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