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Essay Writing Skills 4

Topic
:
Categorization

Concept

The skill of categorization aids the writer to derive conceptualized points to support the perspectives of analysis, enabling the writer to develop a persuasive and systematic essay. In the process, the writer needs to create broad, narrow and abstract categorization, which is linked to the main perspectives of analysis.

Types of Categorization

Broad categorization

When the categorization is broadly defined, it will be a main area of discussion or a subject of studies. In this broad category, there are other sub-areas, which are parts of the main subjects. These sub-areas will provide more focal and related conceptualized points, supporting the perspective of analysis.

Narrow categorization

For a narrow category, the area of discussion is confined to a limited perspective linking to the topic. The area of discussion may be of minor importance or is seen from a sub-area but it may provide a valid point. This is usually applied for question that is reflective and philosophical-based. 

Abstract categorization

For this type of category, there is a definite area of discussion. Instead, it is usually based on the conceptualized point, which is the topic sentence and it must serve to support the perspective of discussion. Without a category for the development of ideas, the conceptualized point is developed based on its logical application and support of the perspective of analysis.

Main Categories of Discussion

	Economics
	Macro economics – Trade, Investment, employment, economic growth

Microeconomics – consumer satisfaction, profit maximization, efficiency



	Politics


	Political theories – democracy , fascism, colonialism, communism, socialism 

Political structures – republics, secular, non-secular

Political power base and means

	Social


	Superstructures values, society, community, family, individuals

	Culture


	Language, cuisine, rituals, values, norms, music and arts

	History


	Time comparison of the different areas of discussion

	Geography


	Human perspective – migration, urbanization

Physical perspective – natural disasters, climactic condition

	Science and Technology



Mass Media


	Discovery of knowledge / application of knowledge / ethics

Forms of mass media (traditional, modern), effects of mass media

	Law and Order


	Administrative system, crime and punishment, legislation

	Education


	Teaching philosophy, teaching facilities, manpower, technology, rituals

	Religion


	Divinity, teaching values, rituals, 

	Music and Arts


	Impact of music and arts

	Environment


	Physical environment, pollution, 

	Philosophy


	teaching values, rituals

	Psychology


	Cognitive (mental)/ behavioural science
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