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Essay writing Module 5 – General Question

‘We are becoming poorer as we are getting richer.’ To what extent does this observation apply to your own country?
Thinking aspect:

Focus of the question is to explain and evaluate how we are getting richer as we gain more income and wealth but we are also becoming poorer as we are deprived or undermined by our pursuit for wealth. There is also the need to address the extent of applicability of this observation by examining the extent of agreement that the observation is occurring. The first aspect of the examination is on whether we are indeed getting richer and then, followed by the examination on the extent of deprivation and detriments we are experiencing in other aspects of life in Singapore. In doing so, it would be wise to list some determining factors or measures to show that the link is weak or impactful. It is also logical to link the affluence as the cause of our deprivation and detrimental condition to address the question.
Introduction

Since our independence, Singapore has attained tremendous achievement in our economic development that we are the envy of many other nations. Our high level of standard of living enables us a life of affluence which provides us a blissful living environment that is sophisticated, convenient and comfortable, creating a perception that we are indeed getting richer. However, as we examine further the development of Singapore from a wider perspective, it is not surprising for us to observe that our country and her people inadequate, deprived and undermined in other aspects of development, proving critics correct about the view that we may be poorer as we are getting richer. To accurately assess whether such an observation is indeed applicable in Singapore, there is a need to observe the development of the country from an in-depth and dimensional perspective.
Main Body

From an economic angle, we are indeed getting richer and wealthier as seen from the rise in our material level of standard of living as real Gross Domestic Product per capita rises to one of the highest in the world. Our high rate of home ownership and low level of unemployment are also indications that Singaporeans are enjoying fruits of our economic success and this can also be seen from the convenience and comfort we can enjoy from the efficient and modernized infrastructures of transport network, public facilities and amenities. This clearly supports that the general and average economic well-being of the people is indeed better and higher but such an observation falls short in the understanding of our economic condition. 
However, In the past few years, economic growth may have brought us more wealth but the wealth is often unevenly distributed as evidently stated by the Gini-coefficient ratio noted by economic reports from international agency that we are at a ratio above 0.45. Though our real GDP per capita is considered high, 70% of the working population does not enjoy this level. Furthermore, our high cost of living is a constant reminder that our income and wealth is not capable of proving us a comfortable level of standard of living. Thus, it is too conclusive to state that we are indeed getting richer.

From a wider perspective, detractors who are critical our development are quick to point out that Singaporeans are ‘becoming poorer’ as we are undermined and deprived in other aspect of our life. One such notable area would be seen from how we have compromised our healthy lifestyle for the sake of an affluent lifestyle. It can be observed that many workers, high or low income or white or blue collar works are putting in more hours in their work beyond their legal terms of working hours to fulfill their work commitments. Consequently, many chronic, work-related illnesses arise, 
undermining the health of the workers. Stress-related symptoms and mental illness are recorded to be on the rise in the institute of Mental Health, indicating that we may not be better while we are earning more. 
At the same time, this hectic working schedule we have adopted has also tarnished and weakened our family and social relationship with our loved ones. Our concern over affluence and career status demands us to work longer hours, ignoring the need to spend times with our loved ones. DINK (double income, no kid), high divorce rates, rising number of juvenile delinquency and rise dysfunctional families are the opportunity costs that we incur in the pursuit of richness and wealth.


Realizing the significance of the detriments, Singapore government, through the Ministry of Community Development, Youth and Sports, has introduced various community programmes and campaigns to promote a healthy, balanced lifestyle which will enable to enjoy the fruit of our economic prosperity while preventing us from undermining ourselves and the family members. Campaigns like ‘Family Day’ and ‘Eat with Family’ and sport promotional activities are introduced to relieve the stress from our work and cultivate the family relationship that we may be deprived of, given our demanding working schedule.


It is also criticized by detractors who are concerned over our deprived lifestyle that we may become culturally eroded as we focus excessively on the continuous strive for economic prosperity. Due to the extensive economic advantages we may gain from the process of globalization, our young nation has embraced globalization at great ease and without much consideration of its adverse cultural and social impact. Along with more trades and investment, there is greater inflow of foreigners as migration and tourism proliferates while influx of foreign media becomes more influential, we cannot ignore that foreign values and norms are also influencing the perceptions of our people. These foreign influences are subtle and complex in their interaction with our people and slowly, they will make us feel less significant about our traditional cultural heritage. We can observe the process of cultural erosion from our change of emphasis on festive celebration, the foreign cuisine we enjoy, the change in social behaviors and the urbanized landscape; we are often criticized for being too westernized and globalized. Although efforts have been made by the government to enrich cultural heritages with activities like Ching Gay parade and other cultural celebrations at the community level, such efforts are rendered ineffective as it is often criticized for being too commercialized or too exclusive, failing to engage our people in their enrichment. 
Our foremost area of deprivation is seen from how the pursuit of affluence has shaped our society into a less caring, self-centred society that is narcissistic and superficial. Affluence of our wealth has made our people listing economic gains as the priority of life where accumulation of wealth is considered the core values and motivation as evidently seen from how many prominent social and religious leaders have fallen from grace like T.T. Durrei and Ming Yi who have committed criminal offences misappropriation of the public donations for their own personal material comforts. The rising number of white-collar crimes like the embezzlement of funding from two staff in Singapore Land Authority recently has proved that we are morally deprived as our aspiration for affluence prevails. On a lighter side, we are also seeing more cases of individuals succumbing to materialism as a consumerist culture evolves, intoxicating our youths to live beyond their means and see material comfort as instantaneous gratification as core of their lives. Subsequently, our civic society becomes socially degraded as our future generations are unable to hold an ethical way of life. Though some educators are less pessimistic about this development as they feel that our education system is able to inculcate the proper social and moral values in our youths, it is often doubted by critics who are quick to point out that schools are too functional in their education, often choose to ignore their responsibility in moral education. 

In retrospect, the observation that Singapore is becoming poorer as we are getting richer is applicable and apparent if we examine the development of Singapore from a wider angle. We are indeed undermined and deprived which have made us poorer in this aspect although there are measures being implemented by the government to prevent the detrimental development. Is this inevitable opportunity cost Singapore will experience as we progress economically? Only time will tell.
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