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GP Skills Development – Types of Essay

Essay Writing skills 13 - Overview

Main Points to take note

1) Selection of question – agreement and extent of agreement/reflective ( how it is asked?

2) Development of Perspectives

Argumentative essay	-  Develop two perspectives (agreement) /

 (extent of agreement – direct causation – method of assessment – education  - identify the needs and examine whether the current education fulfills the need

· Paragraph development – develop an argument like a proposition – the statement is correct -  modern society undermines the elderly	Comment by Simon Ng Chin Sun: To what extent does modern society undermine the elderly

Category – health
TS – rising medical and health cost
EL : why medical and health cost rises
Increase in demand / profit -orientation from a capitalistic principle
How it affects the elderly – lack of income, very prone to illness
EG – institutions / activity / relate how this example support your argument
For example, MOH’s expenditure on the Long Term Care (LTC) sector increased from $296 million to $723 million between 2013 and 2018,. By ministry of health question by members of parliament (Ng Ling Ling) – make it difficult for the elderly to sustain their medical expenditure to ensure that they are well taken.

Inevitable development of rising medical and healthcare cost which would undermine the elderly in a modern society like Singapore
	Comment by Simon Ng Chin Sun: 
· EOA – why some senior citizens are not undermined by the modern society

3) Categorization – Broad / Narrow / Abstract
(economic/social/political/psychological/education/geoagraphical/cultures/moral /health/mass media/science and technological/religion)/ personal

4) Conceptualization
· The idea must contain a concept
· the ideas must be able to support the perspectives
· the idea of the paragraph must guide the paragraph

5) Paragraph development
· topic sentence
· supporting sentence
· exemplary sentence
· concluding sentence
-	need to take note of the nature of causation and connections of paragraph development














6) Structure

1) Reflective Essay

What do we seek in our quest of unknown?
Consider the importance of colour.

Introduction
· Overview – based on the trend / general observation – focus on the subjects mentioned in the question
· (Do not try to define)
· Set the perspectives of discussion on how the different areas of discussion are to be discussed.
· Must ensure that the focus of the essay is mentioned again

Main body
Presentation of the paragraphs based on the aspects of discussion.
(from least important to most important)
Conclusion
Your summarized points and opinions






























2) Argumentative Essay (Agreement)

Do you agree that with the emergence of New Media, there will be a greater need for censorship?
“Young people lead a life of apathy because they have no real sense of self.’ Do you agree?

Introduction
· overview of the subjects – description of the subjects (do not try to define)
· link the subjects – provide an observation or trend or historical account / create a debate issue based on the question
· set perspectives
· set your stand – may list your stand as one of the perspectives

Main body

1)	Set perspective view 1 : opposing view

2)	Rebuttal :

3)	Set Perspective view 2 : 

· supporting point 1

· Supporting point 2

· Supporting point 3
Conclusion 
Your summarized points and opinions with the focus on your rationality for agreement


























2)  Extent of Agreement

We have bred a world of ‘little emperors and empresses.’ To what extent is this true?
‘Raising sport to an international level is the responsibility of the government.’ How far do you agree?	Comment by Simon Ng Chin Sun: What does how far do you agree means – implies that you agree with this proposition / view bu there are some areas that you do not agree

Point development 1
Why you agree?
Point development 2 – next para – EOA – which area do you not agree

Introduction
· Overview of the subjects – description of the subjects 
· State that the development exists but the extent of development is subjected to debate
· Set an approach of examination on how the extent of agreement is to be examined
“ we would need to conduct a nuanced but thorough assessment of the issue from a dimensional perspective to set the extent of agreement to the issue whether raising sport to an international level is the responsibility of the government”

Main body

1) develop a causation or link 
· identify how the causation occurs (para 1)
· state the extent of the link (para 2)

2) conceptualize another link

3)	If the causation is linked, the extent of agreement is direct and the conclusion on the essay will be extensively agreeable.

4)	If the causation is not linked, the extent of agreement is not direct and the conclusion on the essay will not be agreeable.

Conclusion

The extent of agreement must be developed in accordance to the manner how the essay is evaluated. Provide an analysis of the discussion based on the areas of discussion.

Stand – extent agreement – completely agree / a low , large degree of agreement
· describe the nature of extent of agreement – depends types of sport and degree of commerciaisation 





















Comment/Discuss

1)	Morality has taken a backseat today. Discuss
2)	‘Too many people are too afraid to be different.’ Discuss
3)	‘Advancements in Science have forced us to rethink our values. Comment.
4)	Should a small country like Singapore have big dreams? Discuss.
5)	‘Raising children in tomorrow’s world will be more challenging than ever before.’ Discuss.

Introduction

· Overview – based on the trend / general observation – focus on the subjects mentioned in the question (interpretation of the phrase)
· (Do not try to define)
· Set the perspectives of discussion on how the line of argument will be developed
(set the nature of discussion – agreement or reflective)
· Must ensure that the focus of the essay is mentioned again

Main Body

1)	Development of paragraph is based on perspectives of discussion
	Types of essay

Conclusion
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