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Read the passages in the insert and then answer all the questions.  Note that up to fifteen marks will be given for the quality and accuracy of your use of English throughout this paper.

NOTE: When a question asks for an answer IN YOUR OWN WORDS AS FAR AS POSSIBLE and you select the appropriate material from the passage for your answer, you must still use your own words to express it.  Little credit can be given to answers which only copy words and phrases from the passages.

Q1) Explain the irony in lines 1 – 3. [1]

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Q2) In the first paragraph, explain the effects of time on our survival. Use your own words as far as possible. [3]

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Q3) Explain how the examples given in lines 15–21 show the ways we can turn the tides of war to our advantage. [2]

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Q4) Suggest two reasons why the author compares playing the stock market to playing the game of time in lines 31–33. [2]

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Q5) In paragraph 5, explain why the author thinks that those who are more affluent are more likely to exchange money for time. Use your own words as far as possible. [3]

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Q6) What is the significance of the word ‘typically’ in line 56? [1]

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Q7) In paragraph 5, what differences are there between life in New York and Nairobi? Use your own words as far as possible. [2]

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Q8) What does the phrase ‘run life’s treadmill’ in line 77 suggest about how we live our life? [1]

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Q9) Suggest why the author uses the sentence ‘Alas, if Time be our Idol, we would not idle’ in line 78. Use your own words as far as possible. [2]

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Summary Question
Q10) Using material from paragraphs 3–4 only, summarise the ways in which time is associated with monetary value.

Write your summary in no more than 120 words, not counting the opening words which are printed below. Use your own words as far as possible. [8]

We place monetary value on time because …

	
	Lifted
	Paraphrased

	a 
	For all commodities that are important – and scarce – we attach higher price tags to them, time included. 
	

	b 
	With the penetration of technology on a global scale, economies are now inter-linked. 
	

	c 
	as long as someone is awake in one part of the world, the rest must follow suit 
	

	d 
	or risk losing the chance to make more money. 
	

	e 
	Playing the stock market is essentially playing the game of time… we monitor trends as closely as possible, 
	

	f 
	making sure that we buy and sell at the right moment to strike a windfall, or at the very least, not plunge into bankruptcy. 
	

	g 
	The media industry exploits our obsession with time, 
	

	h 
	churning out classics… with the common theme of… trying to control time. 
	

	i 
	Authors of self-help books… (play) on our fear of inefficiency, 
	

	j 
	admonishing us about squandering away time on our vices 
	

	k 
	and then urging us to toil to make every second count. 
	

	l 
	Ultimately, it is deeply ingrained in us that time is money 
	

	m 
	we buy cars .. and invest in newer and faster laptops 
	






	
	Lifted
	Paraphrased

	n 
	so that we might reach our destination faster… so that we might complete our work sooner/ looking for the fastest and most efficient way 
	

	o 
	We outsource work that seems mundane or trivial, 
	

	p 
	so that we can redeem time that we think would otherwise be wasted on worthless tasks. 
	

	q 
	are we not looking for the fastest and most efficient way to show our love and respect for the ones we care for? 
	

	r 
	certain time-saving service industries have become increasingly popular in major cities; 
	

	s 
	service providers have embarked on an insidious conspiracy to convince us 
	

	t 
	that our time is worth the exorbitant prices, but only if we can afford them. 
	







Application Question
Q11) In this article, Justin Thyme shares his observations on how the modern world views time. How valuable is time to you and your society? 
[10]
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For that reason, we buy cars so that we might reach our destination faster, and invest in
newer and faster laptops so that we might complete our work sooner. We outsource work
that seems mundane or ftrivial, so that we can redeem time that we think would otherwise
be wasted on worthless tasks. As such, we pay our domestic helpers to cook for us so that
we can focus on the more important task of educating our children, leave our canine
friends with dog-walkers at $20 for a 20-minute session so that we can just play with them
(presumably loving one’s pet does not include being personally involved in taking care of
its basic needs), let concierge services remind us of our loved ones’ birthdays and help us
get the perfect present just in time. After all, are we not looking for the fastest and most
efficient way to show our love and respect for the ones we care for? Unsurprisingly, certain
time-saving service industries have become increasingly popular in major cities; they are
particularly patronised by young people who are mesmerised by the time-is-money notion.

Indeed, service providers have embarked on an insidious conspiracy to convince us that
our time is worth the exorbitant prices, but only if we can afford them.
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That we might exchange money for time is the prerogative of those who are more affluent;
we think we have the capital and capability to fill up our pot, or more accurately, pots of
gold quickly. Typically, we believe that the exchange is a well-calculated move which
creates more productive time for us to roll in more personal profits. This obsession to count
every minute can be attributed fundamentally to meritocratic societies and individualistic
cultures which emphasise, reward and celebrate personal achievements. We have come to
wear our ranks like little scouts with multiple badges. As economies grow and incomes rise,
our finite time becomes even more valuable and we start to get more anxious about the
degree to which we have used time profitably and meaningfully. In wealthier cities like New
York, higher wages and soaring costs of living raise the value of people’s time even further
which explains why rich city-dwellers are thriftier with their minutes than residents of
Nairobi. Within cities, in the corporate world, executives everywhere are afflicted with a
perennial time-scarcity problem. Gallup, a polling company, reported in 2011 that “the more
cash-rich working Americans are, the more time-poor they feel”. Professionals today are
twice as likely to work long hours as their less-educated peers. Lunches (and even dinners)
now tend to be efficiently sloshed down at one’s desk, with an eye on the screen and its
multiple windows. When we finally dare to leave the office, the constant beeping of our
smartphones reminds us that our work never gets done.

As we pack in more tasks in a day to save time, we invariably let time slip like sand through
our fingers. We shrug our shoulders and accept the refrain: we win some and we lose
some. Modernisation is akin to a Trojan Horse, bringing us some victories but possibly
destroying us in the midst. But who has time for such complex soul-searching, especially
when it promises no returns at the end of lengthy reflection? And so, a generation of us
continue to run life’s treadmill, hit our milestones and help our children reach theirs without
really thinking about what Life is or should be. Alas, if Time be our Idol, we would not idle.
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Justin Thyme considers the value of time in the modern world.

1

Time is such a fundamental concept that one finds it almost impossible to refer to it without
mentioning its name. Yet, it is a notion that still eludes us and scholars have trouble
coming to an agreement on its definition. From day to night, to the changing of the
seasons, every single portion of time carries with it varying significance to our survival.
One thing is for sure though, no one escapes its effects. People can only track animals for
food when there is adequate light from the sun; we need to ward against nocturnal
predators when the light goes out; the warmth of the long summer days brings with it
bountiful harvests; the frigid temperatures of the dreadfully long winter nights remind us to
ration our caches well. Even the recurring periods of dusk and dawn compel us to adopt a
daily regime. It is no wonder that throughout civilisation, we are constantly trying to perfect
our measurement of the flow of time — from crude sundials and hourglasses to the precise
millisecond afforded by cesium atomic clocks — just so we can live to see another day.

As much as time is a natural phenomenon, we have slowly come to realise that it is of
equal part a man-made concept as well. We gradually learn to mitigate its damaging
effects while at the same time harnessing its potential. Whether to strike while the iron is
hot or to bide one’s time, we are constantly on the lookout for opportune moments to turn
the tides of war to our advantage: Richard the Lionheart led a sudden shock attack after
suffering many hours of arrow rain to decimate the Saracens in the Battle of Arsuf during
the Third Crusade; the destruction of three Roman legions in the Teutoburg Forest by
Arminius and a troop of Germans remains one of the most successful and consequential
ambushes in history. Taking a moment to observe and reflect also proves useful — kinks in
opponents’ defence become obvious and our own flaws can be ironed out. The ones in
control of the larger situation take things one step further. Relying on Man’s penchant for
forgetting details over time, unscrupulous politicians embellish stories from their countries’
past to persuade the masses to support them. Although time makes fools of the majority of
us, it bestows some with unparalleled power.

10

15

20

25




image2.png
3

For all commodities that are important — and scarce — we attach higher price tags to them,
time included. With the penetration of technology on a global scale, economies are now
inter-linked. It does not matter whether we are on Greenwich Mean Time or Pacific Time;
as long as someone is awake in one part of the world, the rest must follow suit or risk
losing the chance to make more money. Playing the stock market is essentially playing the
game of time — we monitor trends as closely as possible, making sure that we buy and sell
at the right moment to strike a windfall, or at the very least, not plunge into bankruptcy. The
media industry exploits our obsession with time, churning out classics like Back to the
Future, Doctor Who, and The Girl who Leapt through Time, with the common theme of
protagonists trying to control time. Authors of self-help books also jump on the bandwagon
by playing on our fear of inefficiency, admonishing us about squandering away time on our
vices and then urging us to toil to make every second count. Ultimately, it is deeply
ingrained in us that time is money (as espoused by Benjamin Franklin).
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