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 List of questions for Promo Preparation
Cultures/Values/Norms

1. Is cultural diversity more a boon than a bane for societies today? (NYJC Prelim 2009)
2.
Do art and culture play a significant role in the daily lives of people in Singapore? (NJC Prelim 2009)

Education
1. Formal education is becoming increasingly irrelevant. Is this a valid statement? (VJC Prelim 2009)
2. Do you agree that a successful education lies ultimately in the hands of the learner? (SAJC Prelim 2009)

Mass Media

1.
‘People should be held responsible for what they say on the internet.’ What is your view? (SAJC Prelim 2009)
2.
Discuss the importance of self-censorship in your society. (MJC Prelim 2009)
3.
Is censorship becoming increasingly necessary in today's world? (CJC Prelim 2008)

4.
The mass media has the greatest impact on a country’s culture. Do you agree?
Science and Technology

1. 'Technology alone can save us." How far is this true? (MJC Prelim 2009)
2.
“Too much responsibility is placed on science and technology to fulfill the hopes of modern society.” Discuss. (PJC Prelim 2009)
Others
1. It is better to be young than old in your society. Discuss. (MI Prelim 2009)

2. “The more women are empowered, the more society benefits.” Do you agree? (NYJC Prelim 2009)
3. Do major sporting events always contribute to harmony and understanding between people? (SRJC Prelim 2009)
3. Formal education is becoming increasingly irrelevant. Is this a valid statement? (VJC Prelim 2009)
Introduction


In our contemporary society, the formal education involves the development of skills and the enrichment of knowledge to prepare the individuals to fulfill their personal needs for employment and the nation’s economic demand. However, as our society undergoes social and economic modification by virtue of technological advancement and globalization, some policy makers are quick to point out the weaknesses of the modern formal education system, especially in fulfilling their functional roles. Though it is still not possible to replace our formal education with a reformed education structure, it is still quite valid to state that formal education is becoming increasingly irrelevant in our progressive society.
Main Body

‘People should be held responsible for what they say on the internet.’ What is your view? (SAJC Prelim 2009)

Thinking Aspect:

1.Key phrase: what they say on internet (posts on social media and blogs)
2. yardstick for debate: should be held responsible or should not be held responsible
3. derive the stand from the yardstick

4. category of discussion -Political, religions, culture (racial), economics, social (discrimination, LGBTQ)
5. nature of discussion – effects of the social media 

Structure:
Introduction:

- observation (overview of this issue)

The notion of freedom of expression  - the features and characteristics of this concept in our modern society – common, proliferated, usual, inevitable – part of our modern human behaviours
- link – it has created a controversial debate on whether we should hold individuals responsible for what they say
- perspectives – i. should be held responsible (liberals) 2. Should not be held responsible (authority)

- stand on the particular
In view of these polarizing perspectives, my view is that people should not be held for what they say.

main body


Opposing view – the view against the stand (linking sentence)
Uphold our freedom of expression – it is our human right – to ensure that our interests are guarded – protect us from social injustice – build our respect for the society – develop a sense of belonging

(Category, perspective, idea (point), intensification)
rebuttal – argue against the opposing view (rebuttal linking sentence)

Supporting view – 3 points - 

Conclusion

Retort the stand
give opinions

Provide suggestion

1. Introduction – paragraph
2. Main body – opposing view, rebuttal, supporting (topic sentence)
3. Conclusion - 1

It is better to be young than old in your society. Discuss. (MI Prelim 2009)


Is Singapore a better place for young or old?
Thinking aspect:

Key phrase: To be young is better than to be old>, in your society

Economic, social, political, education, health, entertainment
Yardstick – it is better to be young than old / it is better to be old than young

Derive stand from yardstick
category of discussion – Economics, social, education, poltical
Structure -  DYA structure

Introduction

Observation:

Link
perspectives
Stand

Main body
1. Opposing view
it is better to be old than to be young based on the environment in the country
- certain level of wealth accumulation in life to be respected and can enjoy the silver year
- elaboration:
1. why it would be good to be old  (3-4)
2. Why it is not good to be young (1)
Example 

2. Rebuttal – prove why this is not correct


3. supporting vview – why it is better to be young than old? (3 points)
- the benefits of being young due to the supporting environment from our society – 3- 4 sentences
- why the elderly cannot attain this?
example 

Conclusion
- stand
- opinion
- suggestion

It is better to be young than old in your society. Discuss.
(Is your society more suitable or beneficial to the young than the old?)
How the young can benefit more as they can adapt better in our society?
How the old can benefit more as there are more supporting programmes for the elderly

Introduction


Overview – observation of this issue in terms of the subject – main concerns or features of these subjects
Link – this will lead to the controversial debate whether it is better to be old or young in our Singapore.

Set perspectives

Stand
paragraph Development:
1. Topic sentence: category, perspective, idea and intensification: (1)
2. Elaboration
- why the society is beneficial to the young (3-4) – one example
- why the society is not benefiting the old? (1)  -one example
3. Example (statistics or observation) (1)
4. linking sentence (1)

From the economics perspective, it is better to be young than old in your society as young are given more employment opportunities than the old in a modernized, technologically advanced and competitive society like Singapore.
· The industries prefer to employ young workers

· Better trained by tertiary education

· Cheaper in terms of wages

· More energetic to compete in a global competitive market
· The employment market does not favour the old
- difficult for them to acquire new skills 

1. make comparative elaboration
2. Give examples or observation 
3. focus on the points that you have set up in your topic sentence


4. “The more women are empowered, the more society benefits.” Do you agree? (NYJC Prelim 2009)
Rephrasing of the question –

1. meaning of empower and its impact – more rights, more opportunities, recognition
2.source of benefits – economic, social, political, psychological, cultures 
3. source of detriments -moral
Introduction

Observation – overview about this issue
Link – controversial debate on whether this development has brought more benefits to our society
perspectives- liberals / conservatives
Stand

Main Body

- category of discussion

- paragraph development (how to develop the supporting view)
1. TS

2. elaboration (3 sentences)
3. Example

4. linking sentence

1. Opposing view

2. Rebuttal
3. Supporting view

Conclusion

Retort your stand
opinion – key factor

suggestion
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