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Qn: In your society, how far is equality for all a reality

In Singapore, many types of discrimination exist, some more glaring while others are more subtle.
Given the severity of discrimination in our society, pessimists are quick to point out that equality is an
idealistic concept as discrimination is almost impossible to fully eradicate. However, optimists hold
the view where if proper actions are put in place, achieving equality can be a reality in the future. To
examine this extent of agreement, we would need to examine the social, political and economic

impacts on the discriminated in Singapore and the way the government or the citizens respond to
prejudice and discrimination.

Critics of Singapore are quick to point out that achieving equality for all in Singapore is too idealistic
as it is ironic that in a country which prides itself after their multiracial culture, many people have a
lack of understanding towards foreign cultures and are xenophobic. In recent years, Singaporeans are
becoming extremely anxious about the future of their country and their own personal livelihood due
to the influx of educated and professional migrants known as ‘foreign talents’. Their complaints
through various posts on the social media are indicative of the feelings of dissatisfaction and
abandonment Singaporeans have towards the ruling party of the country. On the outbreak of Covid-
19 with majority of the cases arising from the migrant workers, Singaporeans begin to show their

xenophobia, turning all the blame to the migrant workers. A forum letter published in Chinese

newspaper Lianhe Zagbag earlier in May 2020 blamed the Covid-19 outbreaks on the personal hygiene

and living habits of the migrant workers. This is evident that achieving equality amongst different races

is seemingly too idealistic.
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However, many would agree that inequality in the area of race and religion and opportunity in
Singapore is close to being a reality. Singapore has often been applauded for being an egalitarian state
where people of different gender, races and religions are viewed equally by the society and their
progress in life is determined by a system of meritocracy. With proper social policies put in place by
the government, this could minimise the differences while highlighting the similarities of the various
social clusters. Education policy in Singapore is designed to ensure that no child is disadvantaged
because of their financial background, ensuring that all children attend primary school which are

similarly resourced and taking the same examinations, attempting to provide equal opportunity for all
despite some having financial inability.

The granting of equal rights to the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender and Queer (LGBTQ) Community
in Singapore continues to be an area of contention. Relationships between same-sex couples are not
recognized in and neither is the adoption of children by same-sex couples legal. Some countries
around the world are reviewing their laws in the area which some feel to be antiquated. Advocacy
groups are increasingly active in articulating their views and championing the rights of groups such as

LGBTQ. The annual Pink Dot, a festival which celebrates inclusiveness, and the freedom to love,
attracts many people.

On the other hand, the enforcement of Section 377a has caused many of those in the LGBTQ
community to voice out their dissatisfactions. Section 377a is of the penal code in Singapore is a law
criminalising sex between consenting male adults. This law is said to help safeguard public morality by
showing societal moral disapproval of male homosexual acts. Many of those part of the community
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I he granting of eq‘ual rights to the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Iransgender and Queer (LGB1Q) Commumty
in Singapore continues to be an area of contention. Relationships between same-sex couples are not
recognized in and neither is the adoption of children by same-sex couples legal. Some countries
around the world are reviewing their laws in the area which some feel to be antiquated. Advocacy
groups are increasingly active in articulating their views and championing the rights of groups such as
LGBTQ. The annual Pink Dot, a festival which celebrates inclusiveness, and the freedom to love,

attracts many people.

On the other hand, the enforcement of Section 377a has caused many of those in the LGBTQ
community to voice out their dissatisfactions. Section 377a is of the penal code in Singapore is a law
criminalising sex between consenting male adults. This law is said to help safeguard public morality by
showing societal moral disapproval of male homosexual acts. Many of those part of the community
believed that they have lost their human rights and are controlled by the law, causing a ruckus for the

law to be repealed in order to protect their own freedom to love.
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Society’s efforts to improve the incomes and well-being of senior citizens highlight to some extent the
inequality the less educated elderly are subjected to. Many above 62 are forced to accept lower
salaries as they are perceived to be less productive due to their old age and lacking physical ability.
The majority work as cleaners, labourers, machine operators and service and sales workers, jobs which
are less appealing to others and usually done by the migrant workers. It is heartening to note that
median incomes of older citizens have seen an appreciable increase over the last few years. Initiatives
such as the Silver Support Scheme and Pioneer Generation Package provide these aged 65 and above

with cash and health subsidies.

Multiple societies including Singapore are meticulous in ensuring that every member of society is
valued and has the opportunity and freedom to pursue his or her life goals. Due to the competition
and inequality that arises from a meritocratic system, differences among people, economic volatility
and changes of life, equality remains an aspiration. We are often encouraged to build a more inclusive
society through active citizenship and to be empathetic towards the plight of the less fortunate and
to give back to society.
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