PARAGRAPH DEVELOPMENT

‘Social media has enslaved us.” Do you agree?

Find out what are the features of social media to understand its impacts on the modern

societies.
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Student Answer

1) Observation (Overview)

Set a general observation to frame the essay discussion by linking the variables and give a
meaningful discussion.

- Explanation of the given subjects - social media and 'enslaved us'

- Provide a link between the subjects and its meaning - how it entrapped our thinking and
behaviours

Answer

Social media refers to web-based communication tools which mainly focuses on online interaction and
information sharing. What started out as a creative innovation as an aide to humans have in turn, as many
would claim, become our own masters.

2) Given View (Thesis)

Explain the given perspective as stated in the question. Elaborate briefly the meaning of
‘enslaved’ to show your comprehension of keywords.

Answer

Many find themselves heavily dependent on social media applications; without it, feelings of anxiety and
insecurity peak through. A study conducted by Flashgap (a photo sharing application with 15000 users)
claims 54% of its users fear of missing out if they do not check their social media networks.

3) Contrasting View (Anti-Thesis)

|dentify the opposing view to challenge the perspective set by the question. Disagree with the
given view.

Answer



However, naysayers will claim that we are still very much in contorl of the phenomenon that we have
created.

4) Stand

Given these two opposing arguments, present your stand clearly to show whether you agree
or disagree with the given view of the question.

Answer
While both perspectives can be validated, this essay largely agrees that social media has 'enslaved' us.

Tutor Answer

1) Observation (Overview)

Set a general observation to frame the essay discussion by linking the variables and give a
meaningful discussion.

- Explanation of the given subjects - social media and 'enslaved us'

- Provide a link between the subjects and its meaning - how it entrapped our thinking and
behaviours

Answer

Ever since the start of the 21st century, the world has witnessed a growing prevalence of social media
platforms, such as Facebook and Twitter. Over time, people are increasingly interconnected through these
digital networks to such an extent that individuals have a high reliance on social media to conduct their
lives.

2) Given View (Thesis)

Explain the given perspective as stated in the question. Elaborate briefly the meaning of
‘enslaved’ to show your comprehension of keywords.

Answer
This has given rise the view that social media has enslaved us as its addictive features have trapped
individuals in a perpetual state of online consumerism and individualistic expression.

3) Contrasting View (Anti-Thesis)

|dentify the opposing view to challenge the perspective set by the question. Disagree with the
given view.

Answer
In contrast, others question this view as social media may have liberated us instead, such as the increased



accessibility of information that foster social harmony.

4) Stand

Given these two opposing arguments, present your stand clearly to show whether you agree
or disagree with the given view of the question.

Answer

In view of these polarising perspectives, this essay is inclined to the view that the social media have not
enslaved but rather liberated us, given that individuals recognised the dangers of social media and tapped
on its strengths to create an integrated world.



